
REFERENCE: Engineer Chief of the Phocnix rns Area Officc, Kcvin Stovcr's lcttcr of May 26, 1999.

ISSUE: Do Buildings N214 (Hospital) and #217 (Cenb"itl Plant) require a two-hour Fire Resistant Ra i
separation ?

LOCATION: Fort Ywna Hospital, Winterhaven. California.

BACKGROUND:

The buildings in que~tion arc buildings #214 and #217 at the Fort Ytnna Hospital. The HOSPi J
Building (#214) is a mixed occupancy (Health Care and Business). Building #217 serves as ~
Cenual PIBnt for tbc Hospital. The Business OCC;UPIDCY of #214 is immaliately ildjacent to #2 .
The buildinp are separated by a space measuring approximately one foot The walls scparatl ~
the facilities do not qualify as a two-hour Fire Resistant Ratcd (FRR) scparaLion. Both buildiI ,
are fully sprinklered

A Deep Look Survey aJnductai in 1996 stated that thc lack of a two-hour FRR separation betw( I
the two buildings was in violation ofthc Life Saf~ Code. This was reported on the Statcmcnt r
Conditions (SOC) as a deficiency and a subsequent survey by JCARO in 1999 rcsultcd in aT} :
I deficiency.

Telephone contact wid! Mr. ~ Samets of the JCAHQ resulted in full a~cnt wiLh the PhOOI
Arca Office assessment that a two-hour FRR is not applicable with both buildings being fu
sprinklercd. Howcvcr. ~&U5e the sac was not propcrly utili~d and ili~ deficiency remaincd
thc da<;ument, Mr. Samcts rcqucst! a fonnal ruling to remove thc Type [ score.

DISCUSSION: Buildings #214 and #217 can be colla:tivcly considered one building due to their proximity a
to tbc fact that tho function ofthc Central Plant is to provide heating IUtd cooling to the Hospit
As SUC~ thc Ccotta! Plant falls within the Busin~s Occupancy of the entire facility- The Cent
Pliant is considered to bc a Hal.ardous Area. The following LSC Scction applies:

LSC Soction 27-3.2.1 re~ that hazardous areas. including boilcr or fumacc rooms, be separat
from other parts of the building by onc.hour FRR construction or bc protected by an automal

extinguishing system.

INTERPRETATION: Buildings #214 and #217 should be considered one facility. Therefore, there is no requirement f
thl2n to bc scparatai by two-hour FRR construction sO long lIS both buildings are fully sprinklcfl
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